
 

 

Why Information Security Matters 

There’s a well-known quote in information security: 

“The only truly secure system is one that’s powered off, sealed in concrete, and guarded—and even then, 

it’s not guaranteed.” 

That statement captures a critical truth: perfect security doesn’t exist. 

But unmanaged risk is no longer acceptable. 

As organizations rely on cloud computing, remote work, and global digital platforms, the same 

connectivity that enables efficiency also increases exposure. Today, security failures don’t just affect 

IT—they result in financial loss, operational disruption, reputational damage, and regulatory 

consequences. 

That’s why information security has evolved beyond tools and technologies. 

It is now a strategic, organization-wide discipline. 

Technology alone is not enough. Without governance, culture, and shared responsibility, even the 

strongest controls fail. 

Mature information security protects more than systems—it protects trust. 

 

This topic is explored further in Section 1.1, Why Information Security Matters, in Chapter 1 of Volume 1 

(Information Security Fundamentals) of the Mastering Information Security series. 


